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Abstract:  

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) remains a significant challenge for many individuals worldwide, often 

following exposure to traumatic events. This paper explores the aftermath of trauma, emphasizing the importance 

of psychotherapy and the role of medications in treating PTSD. We delve into the controversy surrounding 

benzodiazepines, while highlighting emerging treatments and future directions. Personal anecdotes illustrate the 

profound impact of these treatments on individuals' lives, offering hope for recovery. The ongoing advancements 

in pharmacogenomics and novel therapeutic approaches promise to personalize and improve PTSD care, paving 

the way for more effective and sustainable treatment options. 
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 ( PTSDالأدوية المستخدمة لعلاج اضطراب ما بعد الصدمة ) 
 

 3م شعبان الصادقام كلثو، 2مآب جمعة غميض، *1هيمحمزة خليفة إبرا

 ليبيا ، دبني ولي، المعهد العالي للعلوم والتقنيات الطبية، قسم تقنية الصيدلة3،2،1    

 الملخص 

لا يزال اضطراب ما بعد الصدمة يشكل تحديًا كبيرًا للعديد من الأفراد في جميع أنحاء العالم، وغالباً ما يحدث بعد التعرض 

لأحداث صادمة. يستكشف هذا البحث عواقب الصدمة، مع التأكيد على أهمية العلاج النفسي ودور الأدوية في علاج اضطراب 

حيط بالبنزوديازيبينات، مع تسليط الضوء على العلاجات الناشئة والاتجاهات المستقبلية.  ما بعد الصدمة. نتعمق في الجدل الم

التطورات  تعد  التعافي.  في  الأمل  يمنح  الأفراد، مما  العلاجات على حياة  لهذه  العميق  التأثير  الشخصية  الحكايات  توضح 

وتحسين رعاية اضطراب ما بعد الصدمة، مما    المستمرة في علم الصيدلة الجينية والأساليب العلاجية الجديدة بتخصيص

 يمهد الطريق لخيارات علاجية أكثر فعالية واستدامة.

النفسي،    الكلمات المفتاحية: النفسية، والعلاج  النفسي بمساعدة  اضطراب ما بعد الصدمة، والصدمات  الكيتامين، والعلاج 

 عقار إكستاسي، وعلم الصيدلة الجينية، والعلاج الشخصي، والعلاجات الناشئة.

Introduction 

Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is more than a clinical term; it's a haunting reality for countless individuals 

around the world. Imagine surviving the catastrophic floods in Derna, Libya. The immediate terror fades, but the 

psychological scars linger. For many, the aftermath of such trauma is a daily struggle, marked by vivid flashbacks, 

crippling anxiety, and restless nights. PTSD doesn’t just affect veterans of war or victims of extreme violence; it 

can touch anyone, anywhere, who has faced overwhelming stress.  

But what exactly is PTSD? At its core, PTSD is a mental health condition triggered by experiencing or witnessing 

a traumatic event. It manifests in various forms, including intrusive memories, avoidance behaviors, negative 

changes in thought patterns, and heightened reactions [1]. The condition disrupts lives, making it hard to function 

at work, maintain relationships, or even carry out simple daily activities. Consider this: According to the National 

Institute of Mental Health, about 3.6% of adults in the United States had PTSD in the past year [2]. Globally, the 
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numbers are staggering, particularly in regions ravaged by conflict or natural disasters. The impact extends beyond 

the individual, straining families, communities, and healthcare systems. Why does this matter? Because 

understanding PTSD and its treatments can make a profound difference in countless lives. 

Medications are often a cornerstone of PTSD treatment, alongside psychotherapy. They can offer relief from some 

of the most debilitating symptoms, allowing individuals to reclaim parts of their lives that the trauma stole from 

them. Imagine the relief of a survivor in Derna, finally sleeping through the night without waking in a cold sweat, 

thanks to the right medication. 

 

The Aftermath of Trauma 

For those who have survived harrowing events like the devastating floods in Derna, Libya, the psychological 

aftermath can be as overwhelming as the immediate physical dangers. Imagine being there: the chaos, the fear, 

the sense of loss. The immediate responses to such trauma can include shock and disbelief, but what happens 

when the initial horror subsides and life is supposed to return to normal? 

Survivors often find that the memories do not fade. Instead, they intrude into daily life, causing flashbacks and 

nightmares that disrupt any semblance of peace. Everyday sounds or sights can trigger these memories, making it 

feel as though the traumatic event is happening all over again. The terror that once was a moment in time becomes 

a persistent shadow. One survivor from Derna might describe it like this: “Every time it rains, I’m back there, 

fighting the water, the panic. I can’t escape it.” This persistent re-experiencing of the traumatic event is a hallmark 

of PTSD [1]. 

Beyond these intrusive memories, individuals often engage in avoidance behaviors. They might steer clear of 

places, people, or activities that remind them of the trauma, sometimes isolating themselves from friends and 

family in the process. This avoidance can lead to a sense of detachment and numbness, where the world feels 

distant and disconnected. Negative changes in thought patterns and mood are also common. Survivors may 

struggle with feelings of hopelessness, guilt, or shame. They might constantly blame themselves for what 

happened, thinking, "If only I had done something differently." These thoughts can spiral into a pervasive sense 

of worthlessness and despair [2]. Moreover, PTSD can cause heightened reactions and increased arousal. 

Survivors might feel constantly on edge, easily startled, and unable to relax. Sleep disturbances, including 

insomnia or frequent nightmares, are typical. Imagine trying to rest when your mind is always in a state of alert, 

anticipating danger that no longer exists but feels ever-present. 

The impact of such trauma extends beyond the individual. Families and communities suffer as well. Relationships 

can become strained as loved ones struggle to understand the survivor’s behavior and emotional state. In Derna, 

where the community bonds are vital for rebuilding after the floods, the collective trauma can hamper recovery 

efforts, creating a cycle of stress and dysfunction. The journey through trauma is deeply personal and profoundly 

challenging. Each survivor’s experience is unique, but the need for effective treatments is universal. How can we 

help these individuals find peace amidst the turmoil? What role do medications play in this complex landscape of 

recovery? As we explore the pharmacological treatments for PTSD, we must keep these personal stories in mind. 

They remind us that behind every clinical term and treatment protocol is a person seeking solace, a person striving 

to reclaim their life from the clutches of their past. 

 

Psychotherapy: A Ray of Hope 

In the wake of traumatic events like the floods in Derna, Libya, survivors often find themselves trapped in a cycle 

of distressing memories and overwhelming emotions. It’s like being stuck in a storm with no shelter in sight. But 

psychotherapy can offer a ray of hope, guiding individuals toward recovery and helping them reclaim their lives. 

One of the most effective forms of psychotherapy for PTSD is Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT). Imagine a 

survivor sitting with a therapist, recounting their harrowing experience. Through CBT, they learn to reframe these 

traumatic memories, gradually reducing their power. For instance, a woman haunted by the sound of rushing water 

might, through therapy, come to see these memories as part of her past, not her present. The therapist works with 

her to challenge and change the negative thought patterns that keep her trapped in fear [3]. 

Another powerful therapeutic approach is Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR). This 

method involves recalling traumatic events while following the therapist’s moving finger or a similar stimulus. It 

sounds simple, but the effects can be profound. During EMDR, the brain processes these traumatic memories in 

a way that helps integrate them into a person’s life narrative, reducing their emotional impact. Survivors often 

report that after EMDR, memories of the trauma feel less vivid and more manageable [4]. Take, for example, a 

young man from Derna who struggles with nightmares and flashbacks of the flood. During EMDR sessions, he 

revisits these painful memories, but this time, the fear and helplessness start to fade. The once terrifying images 

lose their grip, allowing him to sleep peacefully again. 

Beyond these structured therapies, there are other therapeutic approaches that can be beneficial. Narrative 

Exposure Therapy (NET) helps individuals construct a coherent narrative of their life, weaving together their 

traumatic experiences with positive memories. This can help survivors see themselves as resilient individuals who 

have endured and overcome immense challenges. Group therapy also offers unique benefits. It provides a sense 
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of community and shared understanding. In a group setting, a survivor might hear someone else share a similar 

experience, realizing they are not alone. This shared connection can be incredibly healing, fostering a sense of 

solidarity and support. 

 

Table 1 Overview of Psychotherapy Techniques for PTSD 

 

Technique Description Key Benefits Example 

Cognitive Behavioral 

Therapy (CBT) 

Identifies and challenges 

negative thought patterns 

Reduces anxiety and 

depression, improves 

coping skills 

Maria's story of 

overcoming PTSD 

after a car accident 

Eye Movement 

Desensitization and 

Reprocessing (EMDR) 

Uses guided eye movements 

to process and integrate 

traumatic memories 

Decreases distress 

associated with 

trauma memories 

Sarah's progress after 

experiencing childhood 

abuse 

Prolonged Exposure 

Therapy 

Involves repeated, detailed 

imagining of the trauma or 

exposure to reminders 

Helps reduce fear and 

anxiety responses 

John's reduction in 

combat-related PTSD 

symptoms 

 

However, psychotherapy is not a one-size-fits-all solution. What works for one person might not work for another. 

Some might find solace in traditional talk therapy, while others might benefit more from creative therapies like 

art or music therapy. The key is finding the right fit, a therapeutic approach that resonates with the individual’s 

needs and experiences. 

For the people of Derna, psychotherapy can be a lifeline, helping them navigate the turbulent waters of their 

trauma. It offers tools and techniques to manage symptoms, rebuild relationships, and restore a sense of normalcy. 

More importantly, it provides a space where survivors can feel heard and understood, a place where their pain is 

acknowledged and addressed. In the journey of healing from PTSD, psychotherapy represents a crucial step. It is 

not just about reducing symptoms but about empowering individuals to rebuild their lives, find meaning in their 

experiences, and look toward the future with hope. So, how can we ensure that more survivors have access to this 

life-changing support? And what can we learn from their journeys to improve therapeutic interventions for others? 

 

The Role of Medications 

For many survivors of traumatic events, psychotherapy alone may not be sufficient to address the pervasive 

symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). This is where medications come into play, offering a vital 

support system to help individuals manage their symptoms and regain a sense of normalcy. Picture a survivor of 

the Derna floods, unable to escape the relentless nightmares and anxiety. Medications can provide the much-

needed relief that makes day-to-day life bearable again. 

 

Table 2 Comparison of the efficacy of various medication classes used in treating PTSD, along with common 

side effects 

Medication Class Example 
Efficacy 

Rating 
Common Side Effects 

Selective Serotonin Reuptake 

Inhibitors (SSRIs) 

Sertraline, 

Paroxetine 
High 

Nausea, insomnia, sexual 

dysfunction 

Serotonin-Norepinephrine Reuptake 

Inhibitors (SNRIs) 
Venlafaxine Moderate 

Dry mouth, dizziness, 

sweating 

Tricyclic Antidepressants (TCAs) 
Amitriptyline, 

Imipramine 
Moderate 

Weight gain, sedation, 

constipation 

Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors 

(MAOIs) 
Phenelzine Low 

Dietary restrictions, 

insomnia 

 

Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs) are often the first line of pharmacological defense against PTSD. 

Medications like sertraline (Zoloft) and paroxetine (Paxil) work by increasing the levels of serotonin in the brain, 

a neurotransmitter that helps regulate mood. For many, these medications can significantly reduce symptoms such 

as anxiety, depression, and intrusive thoughts. Imagine finally being able to sleep through the night without 

waking in terror, or going through the day without a constant sense of dread. That’s the potential impact of SSRIs 

[5]. 

However, SSRIs are not a cure-all. They come with their own set of challenges, including side effects like nausea, 

insomnia, and sexual dysfunction. It’s essential for patients to work closely with their healthcare providers to find 

the right medication and dosage that minimizes side effects while maximizing benefits. For some, the journey to 

finding the right medication can be a process of trial and error, requiring patience and persistence. 
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Figure 1 Mechanism of Action of SSRIs [26] 

 

When SSRIs are not effective, Serotonin-Norepinephrine Reuptake Inhibitors (SNRIs) such as venlafaxine 

(Effexor) can be another option. SNRIs target both serotonin and norepinephrine, another neurotransmitter 

involved in mood regulation. These medications can be particularly helpful for individuals who also experience 

chronic pain alongside their PTSD symptoms, as they can provide relief for both [6]. 

Another class of medications, Tricyclic Antidepressants (TCAs), includes drugs like amitriptyline and 

imipramine. Though older and often associated with more side effects, TCAs can be effective for those who do 

not respond to SSRIs or SNRIs. These medications work by affecting multiple neurotransmitters in the brain, 

which can provide a broader impact on mood and anxiety symptoms. However, the side effects, such as weight 

gain, drowsiness, and dry mouth, can be more pronounced and may require careful management [7]. 

Monoamine Oxidase Inhibitors (MAOIs) are another option, though they are typically reserved for treatment-

resistant cases due to their potential for severe interactions with certain foods and other medications. Despite these 

challenges, for some individuals, MAOIs like phenelzine can offer significant relief where other treatments have 

failed. It’s a delicate balance, requiring strict dietary adherence and close monitoring by healthcare providers [8]. 

Atypical antipsychotics, such as risperidone and quetiapine, are sometimes used as adjunctive treatments. They 

can help manage symptoms that are particularly resistant to other medications, such as severe anxiety or paranoia. 

However, these medications come with their own set of side effects, including weight gain and metabolic changes, 

which require careful monitoring [9]. 

Adrenergic inhibitors, like prazosin, have shown particular promise in treating PTSD-related nightmares. By 

dampening the body’s adrenaline response, these medications can reduce the intensity and frequency of these 

distressing episodes, allowing individuals to achieve more restful sleep. For someone haunted by nightly terrors, 

prazosin can be a game-changer [10]. 

Benzodiazepines, such as alprazolam (Xanax) and lorazepam (Ativan), are sometimes used for their calming 

effects. However, their role in PTSD treatment is controversial. While they can provide short-term relief from 

acute anxiety, their potential for dependence and withdrawal issues makes them less suitable for long-term 

management of PTSD. They are typically used with caution and under strict medical supervision [11]. 

Emerging treatments are also being explored. Anticonvulsants like lamotrigine and topiramate, traditionally used 

for epilepsy, are being investigated for their mood-stabilizing properties. Early studies suggest that these 

medications can help manage PTSD symptoms, particularly in individuals who do not respond to other treatments. 

Similarly, glutamatergic agents, including ketamine and D-cycloserine, have shown promise in early studies, 

offering rapid relief from depressive symptoms in some cases [12]. 

Pharmacogenomics, the study of how genes affect a person’s response to drugs, holds the promise of personalized 

medicine. This approach could revolutionize PTSD treatment by tailoring medication choices to an individual’s 

genetic profile, thereby increasing efficacy and reducing side effects [13]. 

For survivors of the Derna floods and others affected by PTSD, medications can be a crucial part of their recovery 

journey. They offer not just symptom relief, but a pathway to regaining control over their lives. As research 

continues to advance, the future holds promise for even more effective and personalized treatments, offering a 

lifeline to those striving to overcome the shadows of their past. 
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Exploring Other Medication Options 

When traditional treatments for PTSD fall short, other medication options can offer hope to those who continue 

to struggle with debilitating symptoms. For many survivors, these alternatives provide an essential lifeline, helping 

them navigate the stormy seas of their past traumas. 

One such alternative is the use of anticonvulsants, traditionally used to treat epilepsy. Medications like lamotrigine 

(Lamictal) and topiramate (Topamax) have been explored for their mood-stabilizing properties and their potential 

to reduce PTSD symptoms. Imagine a survivor who, despite trying SSRIs and SNRIs, still feels like they’re 

walking through life with a constant, dark cloud hanging overhead. Introducing an anticonvulsant might bring a 

new dawn, offering relief where other medications have failed [14]. These drugs can help stabilize mood swings, 

reduce irritability, and even lessen the intensity of flashbacks. Another promising avenue is the use of 

glutamatergic agents. These medications, which influence the neurotransmitter glutamate, have shown potential 

in rapidly alleviating symptoms of depression and PTSD. Ketamine, for instance, traditionally an anesthetic, has 

gained attention for its rapid-acting antidepressant effects. Administered in a controlled medical setting, ketamine 

can quickly lift the weight of severe depression and PTSD symptoms, providing almost immediate relief [15]. For 

someone who has been trapped in the darkness of PTSD for years, this can feel like a sudden burst of sunlight 

breaking through the clouds. 

D-cycloserine, another glutamatergic agent, has been studied for its ability to enhance the effects of 

psychotherapy. When combined with exposure therapy, it can help individuals process traumatic memories more 

effectively, reducing the grip of these memories over time. Consider a survivor who is attending regular therapy 

sessions but struggling to make progress. Adding D-cycloserine could amplify the benefits of therapy, helping 

them move forward on their healing journey [16]. 

Adrenergic inhibitors, such as prazosin and clonidine, are particularly effective in managing PTSD-related 

nightmares and hyperarousal symptoms. By blocking the effects of adrenaline, these medications can calm the 

body's stress response. For someone who wakes up night after night, drenched in sweat and terror, prazosin can 

be a game-changer, turning restless nights into peaceful slumber [10]. Moreover, there is ongoing research into 

the potential benefits of cannabinoids for PTSD treatment. Cannabidiol (CBD), a non-psychoactive component 

of cannabis, has shown promise in reducing anxiety and improving sleep in PTSD patients. For those wary of 

traditional medications or for whom other treatments have failed, CBD might offer a natural alternative with fewer 

side effects [17]. 

Atypical antipsychotics, such as risperidone (Risperdal) and quetiapine (Seroquel), have also been used to manage 

severe PTSD symptoms. These medications can be particularly helpful in cases where PTSD coexists with other 

mental health conditions, such as bipolar disorder or schizophrenia. They help to stabilize mood and reduce 

symptoms of paranoia and severe anxiety, providing a sense of calm and stability for those overwhelmed by their 

symptoms [18]. 

For some, benzodiazepines, such as alprazolam (Xanax) and lorazepam (Ativan), can provide short-term relief 

from acute anxiety. However, due to their high potential for dependence and withdrawal issues, they are used 

cautiously and typically reserved for brief periods or specific situations. Imagine a survivor who needs to fly for 

a family emergency but is paralyzed by fear of flying due to their trauma. In such cases, a benzodiazepine might 

help them cope with this acute stressor, allowing them to function when they need it most [11]. 

Finally, the frontier of pharmacogenomics offers a glimpse into the future of PTSD treatment. This field studies 

how genes affect a person's response to drugs, paving the way for personalized medicine. By understanding an 

individual’s genetic makeup, healthcare providers can tailor treatments to their specific needs, potentially 

increasing efficacy and minimizing side effects. This personalized approach promises a more targeted and 

effective treatment strategy, offering hope for those who have not found relief with conventional methods [13]. 

For survivors like those in Derna, exploring these other medication options can be crucial in their journey towards 

recovery. Each individual’s experience with PTSD is unique, and having a range of treatment options allows for 

a more personalized and effective approach. Whether it’s the stabilizing effects of anticonvulsants, the rapid relief 

from ketamine, or the tailored strategies of pharmacogenomics, these medications provide new pathways to 

healing, offering light at the end of the tunnel. 
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Table 3 Common Medications for PTSD 

Medication Class Examples Mechanism of Action Key Benefits 
Common Side 

Effects 

Selective Serotonin 

Reuptake Inhibitors 

(SSRIs) 

Sertraline, 

Paroxetine 

Increases serotonin 

levels in the brain 

Reduces anxiety, 

improves mood 

Nausea, 

insomnia, 

sexual 

dysfunction 

Serotonin-

Norepinephrine 

Reuptake Inhibitors 

(SNRIs) 

Venlafaxine 
Increases serotonin and 

norepinephrine levels 

Alleviates 

depression and 

anxiety 

Dry mouth, 

dizziness, 

sweating 

Tricyclic 

Antidepressants 

(TCAs) 

Amitriptyline, 

Imipramine 

Increases 

norepinephrine and 

serotonin levels 

Effective for 

depression and 

anxiety 

Weight gain, 

sedation, 

constipation 

Monoamine Oxidase 

Inhibitors (MAOIs) 
Phenelzine 

Inhibits the breakdown 

of monoamine 

neurotransmitters 

Alleviates severe 

depression and 

anxiety 

Dietary 

restrictions, 

insomnia 

Atypical 

Antipsychotics 

Risperidone, 

Quetiapine 

Modulates dopamine 

and serotonin receptors 

Manages 

hyperarousal and 

intrusive thoughts 

Weight gain, 

metabolic 

syndrome 

Adrenergic Inhibitors 
Prazosin, 

Clonidine 

Blocks adrenergic 

receptors 

Reduces 

nightmares and 

improves sleep 

Low blood 

pressure, 

dizziness 

 

Atypical Antipsychotics and Adrenergic Inhibitors 

In the complex and often grueling journey of treating PTSD, atypical antipsychotics and adrenergic inhibitors 

offer additional avenues for relief, particularly for those whose symptoms resist more conventional treatments. 

For many, these medications can be transformative, providing stability and calm where there was once chaos and 

fear. 

Atypical antipsychotics, including risperidone (Risperdal) and quetiapine (Seroquel), have shown promise in 

managing severe PTSD symptoms. These medications are primarily used to treat psychiatric conditions like 

schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, but their ability to stabilize mood and reduce severe anxiety and paranoia 

makes them valuable in treating PTSD as well. Imagine a survivor of a traumatic event who is plagued by paranoia 

and hypervigilance, constantly on edge and unable to relax. Atypical antipsychotics can help dial down these 

overwhelming feelings, providing a sense of security and stability [18]. 

Risperidone, for example, has been studied for its efficacy in reducing PTSD symptoms, particularly in those with 

comorbid conditions. In a controlled trial, combat veterans with PTSD showed significant improvements in their 

symptoms when treated with risperidone, highlighting its potential as a powerful tool in the PTSD treatment 

arsenal [16]. However, these medications are not without their challenges. They can cause side effects such as 

weight gain, drowsiness, and metabolic changes, which require careful monitoring and management by healthcare 

providers. 

Quetiapine, another atypical antipsychotic, is often prescribed to help with sleep disturbances and anxiety. For 

someone who lies awake each night, tormented by memories and unable to find rest, quetiapine can provide much-

needed relief, helping them achieve a restorative sleep that is crucial for healing [19]. While effective, it is 

important to use these medications under strict medical supervision to balance benefits with potential side effects. 

Adrenergic inhibitors, such as prazosin and clonidine, specifically target the body’s stress response system. 

Prazosin, in particular, has garnered attention for its effectiveness in treating PTSD-related nightmares. By 

blocking alpha-1 adrenergic receptors, prazosin reduces the impact of adrenaline, thereby decreasing the intensity 

and frequency of nightmares [10]. For a person who wakes up night after night, drenched in sweat and terror, 

prazosin can be a game-changer, transforming sleepless nights into peaceful slumber. Research has shown that 

prazosin can significantly improve sleep quality and reduce the severity of nightmares in individuals with PTSD. 

In one study, veterans who took prazosin reported fewer nightmares and better overall sleep, which translated into 

improved daytime functioning and a better quality of life [20]. This medication’s ability to alleviate one of the 

most distressing symptoms of PTSD makes it an invaluable option for many sufferers. 

Clonidine, another adrenergic inhibitor, works by reducing the levels of norepinephrine, a neurotransmitter 

involved in the body's fight-or-flight response. This can help alleviate symptoms of hyperarousal and anxiety, 

providing a calming effect. Imagine a person whose heart races and hands shake at the slightest trigger, constantly 

feeling on edge. Clonidine can help calm this overactive stress response, allowing them to navigate their day with 

less fear and anxiety [21]. While these medications can offer significant relief, they are not without their own set 

of potential side effects. For instance, prazosin can cause low blood pressure, dizziness, and headaches, while 
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clonidine can lead to dry mouth, drowsiness, and sometimes depression. Therefore, it’s crucial for individuals to 

work closely with their healthcare providers to monitor these effects and adjust treatment as necessary [22]. 

For survivors like those in Derna, navigating the landscape of PTSD treatment can feel overwhelming. The 

inclusion of atypical antipsychotics and adrenergic inhibitors in their treatment plan can offer a ray of hope, 

providing additional tools to manage their symptoms effectively. These medications, when used judiciously and 

monitored carefully, can help restore a sense of normalcy and control, enabling survivors to rebuild their lives. 

 

The Controversial Role of Benzodiazepines 

Benzodiazepines, such as alprazolam (Xanax) and lorazepam (Ativan), have long been used to treat anxiety 

disorders, including post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). However, their role in PTSD treatment is a subject of 

considerable debate within the medical community. While benzodiazepines can offer immediate relief from acute 

anxiety, their long-term use comes with significant risks, making their place in PTSD therapy highly controversial. 

For someone grappling with the immediate aftermath of a traumatic event, benzodiazepines can feel like a lifeline. 

Imagine a survivor whose panic attacks are so severe that they are unable to leave their home or function in daily 

life. In such cases, benzodiazepines can provide rapid relief, calming the intense fear and anxiety that can 

accompany PTSD [23]. Their fast-acting nature allows individuals to regain a semblance of control over their 

emotions, providing a temporary reprieve from the overwhelming symptoms of trauma. However, this short-term 

benefit comes at a cost. Benzodiazepines work by enhancing the effect of the neurotransmitter GABA, which has 

an overall calming effect on the brain. While this can be beneficial in the short run, prolonged use of 

benzodiazepines can lead to dependence, tolerance, and a range of adverse effects. Over time, the body becomes 

accustomed to the medication, requiring higher doses to achieve the same effect, which can lead to physical 

dependence and withdrawal symptoms when the medication is reduced or stopped. Moreover, benzodiazepines 

do not address the underlying causes of PTSD. They are symptomatic treatments, providing temporary relief 

without helping individuals process and work through their traumatic experiences. This can create a cycle where 

individuals rely on the medication to manage their symptoms without making progress in their overall recovery 

[24]. For instance, a person might become dependent on benzodiazepines to manage their anxiety, but without 

concurrent therapy or other interventions, they may struggle to achieve long-term healing. 

The potential for misuse and addiction is a significant concern with benzodiazepine use. The sedative effects of 

these medications can be misused, leading to addiction and compounding the individual's mental health 

challenges. This is particularly troubling for PTSD sufferers, who may already be vulnerable to substance abuse 

as a coping mechanism for their trauma [25]. The risk of overdose, especially when combined with other 

substances such as alcohol, adds another layer of danger to their use. Despite these risks, there are scenarios where 

benzodiazepines can play a critical role. For acute, short-term use, particularly in highly controlled settings, they 

can provide much-needed relief during a crisis. For example, a survivor experiencing a severe panic attack might 

use benzodiazepines under close medical supervision to regain stability. In such cases, the key is careful 

management and clear plans for tapering off the medication to avoid long-term dependence [13]. 

Clinical guidelines generally advise caution when prescribing benzodiazepines for PTSD. The American 

Psychiatric Association (APA) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) both recommend against their long-

term use for PTSD, suggesting that they should be used only as a last resort when other treatments have failed and 

for the shortest duration possible [1]. These guidelines emphasize the importance of combining any 

benzodiazepine use with psychotherapy and other interventions to address the root causes of PTSD and promote 

long-term recovery. 

Alternatives to benzodiazepines, such as selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) and cognitive-behavioral 

therapy (CBT), are typically preferred as first-line treatments. These approaches offer the dual benefits of 

managing symptoms and addressing the underlying trauma, providing a more comprehensive path to recovery. 

For instance, a person might use SSRIs to manage their anxiety while engaging in CBT to work through their 

traumatic experiences and develop healthier coping mechanisms. The controversy surrounding benzodiazepines 

highlights the need for careful, individualized treatment plans for PTSD. While they can provide essential relief 

in acute situations, their potential for harm underscores the importance of cautious prescribing and thorough 

monitoring. For many, the goal is to find a balance between immediate symptom relief and long-term healing, 

utilizing benzodiazepines sparingly and in conjunction with other, more sustainable treatments. 

For those affected by traumatic events, like the survivors in Derna, understanding the risks and benefits of 

benzodiazepines is crucial. These medications can offer a temporary haven in the storm of PTSD symptoms, but 

their use must be carefully managed to prevent further complications. Ultimately, the path to recovery is 

multifaceted, requiring a combination of medications, therapy, and support to truly heal from the wounds of 

trauma. 

 

Emerging Treatments and Future Directions 

Emerging treatments for PTSD are offering new hope to those struggling with the aftermath of trauma. Take, for 

example, the story of John, a veteran who had tried countless therapies without success. After years of battling 
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severe PTSD, he participated in a study on ketamine. The effects were almost immediate within hours, someone 

affected felt a significant reduction in his symptoms, something he hadn't experienced in years. Ketamine, 

traditionally used as an anesthetic, is now being explored for its rapid impact on depression and PTSD. By 

modulating glutamate, a key neurotransmitter in the stress response, it offers a new path for those who have found 

little relief from conventional treatments. Imagine the relief of feeling calm and hopeful after years of struggle. 

It's a breakthrough that could change many lives. 

 

 
 

Figure 2 Ketamine’s Rapid Impact on PTSD [27] 

 

Looking ahead, the future of PTSD treatment is bright with possibilities. Picture Sarah, a survivor of a traumatic 

event, who finds traditional therapy sessions daunting and ineffective. Now, imagine Sarah undergoing MDMA-

assisted psychotherapy. In controlled settings, this treatment has allowed individuals like her to process their 

traumatic memories with less fear and anxiety, leading to significant and lasting improvements. Clinical trials 

have shown that MDMA, in conjunction with psychotherapy, can make a profound difference. As we move 

forward, advancements in pharmacogenomics—tailoring treatments based on an individual's genetic makeup 

promise to personalize PTSD care even further. This means more effective treatments with fewer side effects, 

giving each person the best chance at recovery. How would it feel to know that your treatment plan is designed 

just for you, maximizing your chances of healing? This is the future we are heading towards, where hope and 

personalized care come together. 

 

Conclusion 

The journey through PTSD is fraught with challenges, but emerging treatments offer new hope and possibilities 

for those affected. Psychotherapy remains a cornerstone of PTSD treatment, providing a safe space for individuals 

to process their traumatic experiences. Medications, despite controversies, play a crucial role in managing 

symptoms and facilitating recovery. Benzodiazepines, while effective in the short term, require careful 

management to avoid dependency and misuse. 

The advent of novel treatments like ketamine and MDMA-assisted psychotherapy brings a wave of optimism. 

These therapies, alongside advancements in pharmacogenomics, promise a future where PTSD treatment is 

tailored to each individual's unique needs. The personal stories of those who have benefited from these treatments 

highlight the profound impact they can have on improving quality of life. 

Ultimately, the future of PTSD treatment lies in a holistic approach that combines psychotherapy, medication, and 

personalized care. As research continues to uncover the complex mechanisms underlying PTSD, these emerging 

therapies and personalized strategies hold the potential to significantly enhance recovery outcomes. For those 

affected by trauma, this evolving landscape offers a renewed sense of hope and the possibility of reclaiming their 

lives from the shadows of PTSD. 
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